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Tue Bishwa Dut of the 7th April, in its opening article on the ‘“ Extra- 
vagance of the Municipality,” complains that sufficient care is not always 
taken to appoint men, who are scrupulous in expending public funds, to 
preside over municipal bodies. Thus Mr. Hogg, as the Chairman of the 
Calcutta Justices, did not in the least hesitate to express his desire, in the 
market question with Hira Lal Shil, that money should be poured out as 
‘water. Again, Mr. Sterndale, the Vice-Chairman of the South Suburban 
Municipality, receives a monthly salary of Rs. 1,000; while the far wealthier 
municipality of Calcutta grants a smaller sum to its Vice-Chairman. We 
ask, cannot a man, as competent as Mr. Sterndale, be found to undertake 
the duties of that office on a lower salary? Similar reductions may be made 
in the salaries of other officers connected with the municipality. The pre- 
sent establishment, while it costs so much, is not at all liked by the people, 
who are constantly groaning under the weight of their grievances. 


2. The same paper, in another editorial, headed ‘‘ Teaching English in 
the Normal Schools,” urges on the authorities the importance of imparting 
elementary instruction in English to the pupils of the normal schools. Mere 
vernacular education will not enable them to earn their livelihood without 
great difficulty. It behoves Government to take the matter into considera- 
tion, and approve of this important suggestion, which has the further advantage 
of not subjecting the State to any additional expenditure. 


3. The Hindu Ranjika of the 7th April observes, with regret, that a 
curious combination of opposite qualities is sometimes found in our Govern- 
ment; an extensive charity is found side by side with extreme parsimonious- 
ness ; and that to a degree which is often unintelligible. As the sovereign 
power, the British Government has to discharge the solemn duty of rewarding 
the meritorious and punishing the guilty, and it is really disheartening when 
this duty is carelessly performed. The fact, that no more honorable title than 
that of Rani has been conferred on Sharat Sundari Debi, of Puntia, for her 
services during the famine, has been very disappointing. This is not an 
adequate reward ; nor is the title new to her. From her distinguished lineage 
and connections, she has all along enjoyed it, and Rani Sharat Sundari is the 
only name by which she is known. We therefore request the Government 
to confer on her the nobler title of ‘* Maharani.” 


4. The same paper remarks that English education has rendered the 
natives a luxurious people, and therefore wholly dependent on the English 
even for articles of daily use, such as cloths, paper, &c. They have not yeb 
learnt to manufacture these themselves. They seem to care only to serve; 
but owing to the large number of candidates for employment in the public 
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service, such situations have become extremely scarce. This miserable 
condition has been brought about by two causes: jirs?, a defective system of 
English education ; and secondly, a want of foresight, and the absence of 
enterprise. As to the first, it should be remarked that the system obtaining 
in our schools, that aims at a superficial instruction in a large number of 
subjects, rather than being well grounded in a few, deserves to be condemned 
in the strongest language.- A multiplicity of subjects divides and distracts 
attention, and seriously interferes with the possibility of acquiring the 
mastery over any one of them; and hence the unproductive character of 


English education imparted to natives. It urgently behoves Government to 


attend to this subject, and remedy the evils complained of. 


5. The same paper attributes the present unhealthiness of Bengal to 
two chief causes :—(1)} The absence of a system of drainage for carrying off 
the water, which floods the country during the rains, and then subsides into 
stagnant and fetid pools in summer. [If canals like those in Orissa were 
excavated in every district of Bengal, they would furnish convenient out- 
lets for the water, as well as keep upa supply for irrigation purposes. 
(2) The jungiy character of the country. Steps should be taken to clear away 


the jungle in every village. 


6. ~The Grambdrtd Prakdshkd, of the 7th April, dwells on the necessity 
of directing all municipal bodies to enquire whether food sold in. the 
bazars, under their control, is wholesome or not. The general unhealthiness 
of the Bengalis is mainly due to the use of bad food, which, being offered 
at a low price, is bought with avidity by the poor. The evil might be easily 
removed, if a strict supervision of the markets were kept up by the municipal 
officers. : 


7. The same paper says, that thereare certain sub-divisional officers, 
who, in order to show that peace and quietness reign among the people 
under their jurisdiction, are in the habit of dismissing even important criminal 
cases, and thus present but a small number in their reports to Government, 
This cannot be too strongly condemned: for, in the meanwhile, the oppressed 
have no redress for their grievances, and the lawless are encouraged to 
harass the innocent. Toremove the evil complained of, the Editor requests 
Government to appomt a spy in each sub-division, who shall make inquiries 
into the condition of the subjects in the mofussil, and report his opinions 
in regard to those officers. 


8. The Amrita Bazar Patrikd, of the 8th April, has the following in 
its opening editorial, on the present system of administration and the 


natives :—By assiduously courting familiar acquaintance with us, Sir Richard © 


Temple is by degrees laying us under great obligations. His gentle nature 
contrasts strongly with the hastiness of temper which characterized his 
predecessor, and tends to allay the agitation and disquiet produced by his 
inconsiderate acts. Nota week passea without the gentlemen of Calcutta 
being invited to Belvidere, where Sir Richard Temple is assiduous in making 
them happy by his courtesy. Such friendly intercourse with the respectable 
natives, on the part of the Governor-General or the Lieutenant-Governor, 
cannot but have a beneficial effect on them. They are sensible of the honor 
shown them by such acts. In this way alone can the difference, that now 
prevails between them and the English, be removed. No small advantage 
reeulting from such harmony is, that opportunities are afforded of revealin 

our wants and grievances to the authorities. We are persuaded, if we coul 

but represent to Government, in their true light, the wrongs inflicted on our 
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people, ag earnestly as we did under the regimé of Sir George Campbell, our 
prayers would meet with success. : 


We do not in the least doubt that both Lord Northbrook and 
Sir Richard Temple are favorably disposed towards natives; though .unfor- 
tunately the severity of the hard laws passed during the administration of 
Sir George Campbell, the merciless discipline introduced into the jails, the 
despotism of the magistrates, and the oppressions of the police, have not yet 
one whit abated. Phe 
the taxes and municipal oppressions sul] continue. An European accused of 
murdering a native can still: get off, on the plea that the victim had a 
diseased spleen. We cannot, however, blame our Governors for this state 
of things: for, honored and caressed by the authorities, we are apt in 
our enjoyments to forget the misfortunes of our country. But let not 
our present contentment beguile or mislead them into an opinion that the 
country is well governed, that there are no grievances to be redressed, no 
complaints to be made.. Both Government and we ourselves are being thus 
deceived. Neither Lord Northbrook nor Sir Richard Temple will remain 


in this country for a considerable time; and if they did, most, if not all, of 


us would be unwilling to rest satisfied merely with such friendly intercourse. 
Their successors may not, moreover, be similarly disposed towards us ; and if 
it should so happen—and every one who is old enough to have a little insight 
into the policy of Government believes it to be very probable—it would then 
be too late to sigh for opportunities neglected. pee. 


In our opinion we. ought to embrace the opportunity, now presented 


by. the good understanding between us and our rulers, of using the most 
strenuous efforts to remove the defects of the administration ; and it would 


be a grievous dereliction, on the part of men who profess to seek the 


welfare of their country, to allow the opportunity to slip away unimproved. 
We of course know well that, however great and kind the reception we now 
meet with, such honors are shortlived. We want to see the whole system 
of administration itself changed, and natives no longer deprived of their 
just rights. They should therefore strive to have their nghts secured to them, 
on. a foundation so firm, as no despotic Viceroy nor Lieutenant-Governor 
shall ever undermine. In fact, up to this time we have not had, beyond their 
smiles, any substantial benefits from either of our Governors. In another 
moment those smiling faces may be clouded with frowns, and then we shall 
be thrown into utter despondency. We hope our present rulers are not 
deceiving us by such acts of favor. In that case, the sooner the favors 
cease, the better. But we cannot think it. We believe that they desire to 
confer a lasting benefit on the country; and if they do not succeed in this 
object, the fault will be ours, not theirs. Ill would it become us, while 
extolling their favors, to forget the oppressions of the magistrates and the 
police. Let us not indulge the thought, that a calm disclosure of defects of 
their policy will certainly bring on us their displeasure. During the admi- 
nistration of Sir George Campbell, we did not hesitate to speak out and expose 
the rigors of the law, and the injustice and oppressions of the Government. 
Yet, then, we had no hope of redress; we have it now. Then we had to 
tread with fear ; now we can move forward with confidence. We shall have 
to repent it bitterly if we allow such a splendid opportunity to go unim- 
proved. | : 

‘We also take this opportunity of guarding the authorities, against 
being led away, by a few of their favorites, to the persuasion that the people 
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are well contented with the present system of government. They hope to 
see an end of their sufferings brought about by the — dine and it 


+ would not be wise to disapppoint them. | - 


Epucation GazEtTs, © 


April 9th, 1876. 


BuaRaT 
SANGSKABAK, 


April 9th, 1876. 


HatLIsSHAHARB AND 
SEARSOLE PaTRIKA, 


April 9th, 1875. 


SaPraHIKk SAMACHAR, 
April 10th, 1875. 


Hixpv HirorsuHrnl, 
April 10th, 1875. 


9. The Hducation Gazette of the 9th April, in an article on the Gui 
cowar, remarks that, by bringing Mulharrao to a‘public trial, Lord Northbrook 
has not only shown his sense of justice, but has acted as an able statesman, 
possessing great political foresight. He has acted in accordance with the 
spirit of the Queen’s proclamation ; and we do not see that any difficulty 
will. be found in restoring the Guic@war to his throne, if he is honorably 
acquitted by the Commission. This Prince will then see that, however he 
might have been wronged by Colonel Phayre, the Government have had no 
intention of doing him any injustice. The memorials that are being present- 
ed to Government on behalf of the accused, by his subjects, will furnish 
another reason to the authorities for restoring him to his throne. 


10. The Bharat Sangskarak of the 9th April, in an editorial of consider- 
able length, dwells on the duty and advisability, on the part of Government, 
of appointing natives of education and ability to higher posts in the judicial 
service. He is gratified to learn that the proposal has been revived after 
some years, though he does not profess to be sanguine of success until it is 
practically carried out. In spite of the ptotestation of the members of the 
civil service, Government should, in justice to merit and the claims of 


natives, appoint competent men now occupying the posts of subordinate 
judges, native civil servants and magistrates, to higher positions. 


ll. The Halishahar and Searsole Pairika of the 9th April remarks 
thus, on the Resolution of the Lieutenant-Governor on the report on charitable 
dispensaries for 1873:—Though the manner in which the report: has heen 
reviewed, and the sentiments to which His Honor has given expression are 
generally praiseworthy, still we cannot accord our full approval to all that it 
contains. We have, however, much pleasure in observing that Sir Richard 
Temple has herein given ample evidence of his acuteness “and intelligence. 


12. The Saptahik Samachar of the 10th April,. in an article on the 
‘* Oppressions of Government officials,” makes the ‘hellvwing observations :— 
A great defect, on the part of the English Government, is, that no redress of 
oppressions practised by subordinate Government servants is to be had. The 
higher authorities, we regret to observe, do not understand that oppres- 
sors are thus encouraged. Most of our readers know how Baboo Nem 
Charan Shil, of Chinsurah, was insulted by Mr. Pellew, the Magistrate of 
Hooghly ; and of the oppression of the real or the fictitious Raghubir Singh, 
of Landhawra, by the Magistrate, Mr. Tydie. But another case of fearful 
municipal oppression has “recently taken place at Barahanagar, in the 
vicinity of Calcutta, on one Ishwara fond Ghosh ; whose house has been 
ip a manner robbed by the officers of the North Suburban Municipality for 
his refusal to pay the taxes on his over-assessed house. The Editor re _ 
the Government to sever the connection of municipal bodies from the 


trates, under whose superintendence alone that any becomes the means a 
harassing the people. 


13. The Hindu Hitoishint of the 10th April complains, that the rules 
of the High Court are generally made without regard to the convenience 
of the public, the interests of the judges alone being taken into account. 
Thus in a recent rule, the High Court directs that a witness, who does not. 
appear after a summons has been served on him, should be made over to the 
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Magistrate to take his trial, which should be speedily taken up. Now it seems 
that the ne Court is here utterly ignorant of the annoyances to which a 
witness in the mofussil is subjected ; how he has to dance attendance from day to 
day in the court, and go back without being heard; and how he is severely 
fined if. he chances, through illness or pressure of business, to be absent 
on the day when the Magistrate wants him. If witnesses are to be thus 
hardly dealt with, it behoves the High Court to rule that a judge putting 
them to so much inconvenience, without adequate reason, should also be 
punished. | , 


14. The Dacca Prakdsh of the 11th April, in an article on the “ Hard 
treatment of witnesses,’ makes observations similar to those noticed above 
from the Hindu Hitoishini. , 


15. The Sahkachar of the 12th April protests against the present con- 
stitution of the Calcutta Municipality. It is not like the municipality of a 
civilised city. The members do not represent the interests of the ratepayers, 
nor are they elected by them. The latter are oppressed and over-assessed. 
The whole power is divided between a number of European and some 


wealthy native justices, who have neither time nor inclination to acquaint 


themselves with the wants and grievances of the poor and the middle classes 
of ratepayers. A change in the constitution of the municipality is there- 
fore regarded as extremely desirable. Government should confer the elective 
franchise on the inhabitants. 


16. In a review of the last year (B. 8. 1281) just ended, the Sulabha 
Samachar, of the 18th April, thus adverts to the discontinuance to Editors of 


newspapers, of the Bengali Translator’s weekly reports: Owing to some of 


our contemporaries having basely calumniated the Government, the circulation 
of the weekly reports was stopped at once. This has been no doubt just, as 
regards the real offenders, but it did not behove Government to punish the 
guilty as well as the innocent. 


17. In a lengthy article in the Akhbdr-ul-akhidr, written by a corre- 
spondent, Abdul Jalil, of Muzaffurpore, an argument is supposed to be carried 
on by two anonymous persons: one party holding that the ‘administration 
of the former kings was more pnd than that of the present rulers ;” 
while the other party maintains that “the British administration is superior to 
that of former rulers.” They both agreed to refer the matter in dispute to 
a well-known and experienced person, who had trayelled far and wide. The 
arbitrator admitted the great difficulty of answering so important a question, 
from the fact that there were people always ready to carry information to the 
ruling authorities, who, if they but paid attention to the opinions of the 
public in their favour or against them, might improve greatly ; and replied that 
there were those of the nobles of this country, engaged in mpeg | laws, who 
were silent op these points, and it would be impertinence and folly on the 
part of so humble an individual as he to offer any decision in this matter. 
He had travelled much, and was now 90 years of age; and had argued 
fearlessly with various persons in different countries, who alleged that they 
were tyrannically treated ; but all his arguments were unheeded. The supposed 
arbitrator then proceeds to deliver his opinion, taking again the precaution 
to remind the disputants that there are people ever ready to carry all such 
things to the ears of the rulers. He says. that the ryots here indeed enjoy 
prosperity, pleasure, content, freedom, joy, and every description of ease and 
comfort ; but the true prosperity and welfare of a people must depend upon 
the kindly feelings and attachment of the rulers ; which do not exist between 
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the English Government and its subjects, as in the cise of the kings of 


former times. However, the present rule js on the whole better than those 
which preceded it. The motives and intentions of former Kings were 
always the same, They sought the good of their subjects, 


18. The Durbin, which was first issued in 1850, after a career of about 
twenty-five years, announces its discontinuance from this date, owing to want 
of support and consequent inability to meet its expenses. 


19. A correspondent writing, without date, to the Urdu Guide from 
Darbhanga, complains of some municipal orders passed by Mr. Macdonnell, 
the Magistrate and Collector, to the effect that persons must water the 
roads facing their houses or compounds morning and evening, failing which 
they are to be arrested by the police and brought up for punishment in the 
cutchery. This the correspondent considers a very hard measure, inasmuch 
as the residents have to pay a municipal tax higher than that levied in other 
towns; besides which, the poor people, who have to depend for their liveli- 
hood upon their daily earnings, are obliged to attend to this order through 
fear of the police ; or perhaps the Magistrate wishes to divert the municipal 
tax to purely Government purposes, such as paying the police and the salaries 
of some Bengali Baboos. Another order, passed by the same Magistrate, is to 
the effect that none but Bengali Baboos are to appear with shoes on (be 
they English or Hindustani ones) before him. Now, by orders of the Govern- 
ment of India, natives of Behar are allowed to appear at all Durbars in 
boots or shoes; but there is no knowing according to what circular order or 
otherwise the present Collector promulgates this obnoxious rule, which has 
given offence to all here. 


20. The Behar Bandhu says that, with the warm weather, cholera and 
small-pox have made their appearance in some places; but the Municipal 
Commissioners are asleep as yet. The lanes in Patna are in a most offensive 
state. When the inhabitants begin to drop off, the municipality may then 
have the place cleaned. 


21. Lal Bihari Upadhyaya, second master of the Mozufferpore Normal 
School, stating his reason in favor of the use of Hindi, in preference to Urdu 
and Persian, in Behar, says that the Urdu writing is difficult to read: one 
thing is written and another is read, leading thus to many disputes; and what 
one man writes another cannot read ; a boy is considered very praiseworthy if, 
beginning in childhood, he is able to read or write letters when a young man. 
In the last place the Hindus, by using and adopting it, lose all the good that 
might be derived from their own religious books, which they are unable 
to read. 


BENGALI TRANsLATOR’S OFFICE, JOHN ROBIN SON, 
The 17th April 1875. | Government Bengali Translator. 
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List of Native Newspapers received and examined for the Week ending the 
17th April 1875. 


: or Monthly, weekly, 
Name. Place of publication. on cbherwine. Date. 
| | 
1 | *Uchit Bakté&” »«» | Asimgunge, Moorshedabad | Bi-monthly ...| 9th April. 
2 | “ Banga Bandhu” ..- | Dacca eee | Ditto ... | 18th ditto. 
« Bhérat Darpan’”’ .-- | Chinsurah oi | Ditto  _... | 18th ditto. 
4 Samfchér” ... | Barfhanagar . w« | . Ditto ... | 18th ditto. 
5 | “ Bishwa Dat” ... | Kélighat, Calcutta ... | Weekly ... | 7th ditto. 
6 | “ Grémbé4rté Prakd&shik&” ...| Comercolly _... ... | Ditto ... | 7th ditto. 
7 |“ Burrisél Bért4ébaha” __... | Burrisél : «| Ditto ... | 7th ditto. 
8 | “ Hindu Runjiké”’ .«. | Bauleah, Réjehéhye ... | Ditto | Zth ditto. 
9 |“ Rungpore Dik Prakdsh’’... | Kékinié, Rungpore _... | Ditto ... | 8th ditto. 
“‘ Amrita Bazar Patrika”’ Calcutta ov .. | Ditto .. | 8th ditto. 
“ Education Gazette’’ eee . | Hooghly Ditto . | Oth ditto. 
“Bhérat Sangskérak” _.... Haringvi, 24-Perguanahs Ditto .. | 9th ditto. 
“Hélisahar and Searsole | Calcutta ees Ditto | Oth ditto. 
Patrika.”* 
‘¢ Prachériki” _... ... | Burdwan in | Ditto | ve | 9th ditto. 
“ S4ptéhik Saméchér” __... | Calcutta ns | Ditto .. | LOth ditto. 
‘* Hindu Hitoishini” oo» | Dacca ‘ne ... | Ditto ... | 10th ditto. 
“ Dacca Prakash” .. | Ditto sei ... | Ditto ... | L1th ditto. 
“ Sahachar” ee | Calcutta see . | Ditto ... | 12th ditto. 
“Sulabha Sam&chér”’ | Ditto .» | Ditto .». | 18th ditto. 
“Séptéhik Sambéd” .. | Bhowanipore, Calcutta ...| Ditto ... | 16th ditto. 
“ Bangavidyé Prakéshik&”... | Calcutta ‘in .. | Daily we | 9th to 14th April, 
“ Prabhdt Samir” Ditto ve ... | Ditto ..» | LOth to 16th ditto. 
“Sambéd PGrnachandro-| Ditto ove we | Ditto | 9th to 15th ditto. 
ya.’ 
ss — (t | Mozufferpore ... ..» | Biemontbly ...| Ist April. 
du 
“Durbin” (in Persian) _... | Calcutta vn o. | Weekly | 9th ditto. 
“Urdu Guide” (in Urdu)... |, Ditto on | Ditto wo | LOth ditto. 
‘* Behér + = capaadls Hi ndi) Patna cco. ee | tO ... | 6th and 18th April. 
“ Jém-Jehén-n (in | Calcutta si «- | Ditto ... | 16th April. 
Persian.) 
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Bengal Secretariat Press. 
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